T he editors welcome manuscripts written for a broad audience of professional biologists and advanced students. BioScience publishes peer-reviewed overview articles summarizing recent advances in important areas of biological research. BioScience also publishes short opinion pieces on the Editorial page, longer opinion pieces and essays on policy issues important to biologists in the Roundtable section, essays on the teaching of biology to students and to the general public in the Education section, and letters pertaining to material previously published in BioScience.
In addition, the Professional Biologist discusses issues in the practice of the biological profession, Thinking of Biology contains essays on biology philosophy, and Biology in History articles address the history of biological thought. Computers in Biology articles discuss how computer technology is contributing to the practice of biology. Finally, the special book issues of BioScience include an article on some aspect of book writing, publishing, or reading.
The editors reserve the right to edit all manuscripts for style and clarity. Contributions are accepted for review and publication on the condition that they are submitted solely to BioScience and will not be reprinted or translated without the publisher's permission. All of the authors must transfer certain copyrights to the publisher.
Overview articles
Articles should review significant scientific findings in an area of interest to a broad range of biologists. They should include background for biologists in disparate fields. The writing should be free of jargon. All articles, whether invited or independently submitted, undergo peer review of content and writing style. Articles must be no longer than 20 double-spaced typed pages, excluding figures, tables, and references. No more than 50 references should be cited.
Editorial
The Editorial page may cover any topic of interest to biologists, from science policy to technical controversy. Editorial manuscripts must not exceed 600 words. Editorials may not have references, footnotes, or a reference list.
Other departments
Manuscripts for Roundtable, Education, the Professional Biologist, Thinking of Biology, Biology in History, Computers in Biology, and special book articles must not exceed 15 double-spaced pages and should cite no more than 25 references. They may include a few photographs, drawings, figures, or tables. These manuscripts will undergo review. Book reviews and Policy Forum articles are generally solicited. If you are interested in writing a book review, contact the BioScience office.
Manuscript preparation
Submission. Submit an original and four copies of all manuscripts along with a cover letter to the Science Editor, BioScience, 1444 Eye Street, NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20005. Be sure to include your telephone and fax numbers and your e-mail address. Authors must obtain written permission to use in their articles any material copyrighted by another author or publisher. Include with your manuscript photocopies of letters granting permission; be sure that credit to the source is complete. List in your cover letter names of colleagues who have reviewed your paper plus the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of four potential referees from outside your institution but within North America. 
MANUSCRIPTS SUBMITTED MUST FOLLOW THE FORMATS SPECIFIED HERE
11-inch white paper. Type all tables, figure captions, and footnotes on sheets separate from the text. Provide a separate title page with authors' names, titles, affiliations, and addresses; include a sentence or two of relevant biographical information and research interests.
Style. Follow Scientific Style and Format, 6th edition (CBE 1994) , for conventions in biology. For general style and spelling, consult the Chicago Manual of Style, 14th edition (Chicago 1993) , and a dictionary such as the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language (Soukhanov 1992) . Symbols, acronyms, and measurement. Define all symbols and spell out all acronyms the first time they are used. All weights and measures must be in the metric system, SI units. Abbreviations may be used for units of weight or measurement that describe data. • Online article: Grissino-Mayer HD. 1997. Ultimate Web pages about tree rings and tree-ring research. (4 November 1997; www.valdosta.edu/~grissino) .
Disk submission
Along with the hard copies of the manuscript, enclose a highdensity floppy disk (3.5 -inch IBM compatible or Macintosh) containing an ASCII text version of the article (i.e., no formatting or control characters).
Illustrations
Black-and-white figures. Photographs, maps, line drawings, and graphs must be camera-ready, glossy black-andwhite prints, photostats, or original art. On the reverse side of the artwork, number and identify figures and indicate "top" of photographs. All photographs must be untrimmed and unmounted, 4 × 5 to 8 × 10 inches in size, and clearly focused; photomicrographs should have a scale bar. Line drawings and graphs should be done by professional artists or scientific illustrators. Figures will be reduced to fit one column (2.25 in.) or two columns (4.75 in.). Therefore, when labeling figures, make sure to use letters large enough-after reduction, the should be no smaller than 8 points. In drawings and graphs, please capitalize only the first letter of the first word of each label; please use helvetica or a similar sans serif typeface, without bold or italics (unless genus, species, or gene names). Do not place keys within a graph. Letters labeling the sections of a figure should be lowercase, placed in the upper left hand area of the section, and not followed by a period.
Color figures. Authors must pay for the cost of printing color art within an article. The cost is $700.
Tables. Each column must have a heading. Letters should be used to indicate footnotes.
Cover. Authors are encouraged to submit color photographs related to the manuscript for consideration as cover art. Cover photographs must be sharply focused, and colorful.
